Geniuses are rare, and geniuses do not need to take a
degree."
" But one must have a goal, Professor. I must always
have some object towards which I can steer dead
straight."
" There you are 1 You say * dead straight.' Now, that
is just what I, personally, do not care for so much. In
the case of young ladies, most certainly not. With them
a fcigsag is much more attractive, and more human, Yes,
Fraulein Willfuer, more human. Of course, you are very
young, and young people are hard, and foil of great
ideals. But, believe an old man, it is the bypaths that
make life precious. All the same, just try and carry on
* dead straight.* I most certainly do not wish to discour-
age you. But I, for my part, am all for the bypaths."
Yes, you I thought Fraulein Willfuer, it's easy enough
for you, Herr Ambrosius, with your villa and your money
and your fame, and your beautiful wife—your second
wife, too 1 That's what you mean by bypaths, I sup-
pose. People like you have an easy time, but people
Uke me have to travel fourth class and by the shortest
route—anything else is a luxury. When one of us is
hungry and buys a couple of sausages at a station buffet,
it is a luxury and scarcely permissible.
She settled herself on the plush cushions and looked at
Ambrosius. He, meanwhile, was lost in his own thoughts
with his head bowed forward as though under a burden,
His eyelids reddened as they had done before, and the line
of his uppe* lip had something miserable, tormented or
pained about it, which he quickly concealed when he felt
his pupil's gknee upon him. He pulled himself together
so noticeably that Helene-was shocked and thought to
herself—no, perhaps even you do not find things easy,
Herr Ambrosius; perhaps somewhere deep down within
you, you, too, are only a poor devil like the rest of us !

